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This institute will explore Indigenous practices of history, 
focusing in particular on the ways that Indigenous writers 
utilize and transform print, material, and digital forms to 
represent the intricate connections between memory and 
place.  We will engage with many of the eighteenth- and 

nineteenth-century histories held in the Newberry’s 
collections (by writers such as William Apess, Andrew J. 
Blackbird, the Black Horse ledger, David Cusick, Simon 

Pokagon, and others); geographic, material, and digital sites 
of memory; and work by contemporary writers and scholars.  

The institute takes histories by Native American and 
Indigenous writers as an opportunity to investigate: 1) 

relationships among history, place, and materiality; 2) how 
print offered new avenues for circulating historical accounts; 

and 3) the various social, cultural, commemorative, and 
activist uses to which writers put representations of history.  

We will read texts and documents alongside places and materials of 
memory, including the Field Museum, Chicago’s Indian Boundary 
Park, and the American Indian Center of Chicago, with the goal of 

understanding the different locations in which histories reside.  In addition, we will ask how Native and 
Indigenous histories relate to and/or complicate colonial ones, especially those in museums and archives.  

Emphasizing Indigenous writers’ agency and Native historical, material, and textual practices, we will explore 
ongoing debates and interdisciplinary scholarship about the politics of memory; historical trauma; 

sovereignty; and decolonization.   
  

We aim to create an interdisciplinary conversation that draws on literary and historical studies, indigenous archaeology, 
museum studies, public history, and the history of the book, and we accordingly welcome applicants with interests in this topic 
from a diverse range of disciplines. We envision that Anthropology and Archeology students will be introduced to a range of 
material and place-based forms of memory keeping; History, Literature, and American Studies students will have the 
opportunity to study a range of historical genres and visual and textual formats. The interdisciplinary focus of the course will 
encourage all students to reflect on the archives, bodies of evidence, rhetorical practices, and models of history that circulate in 
their respective fields of training/expertise. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Each NCAIS institution is entitled to one slot in the summer institute, which will have a maximum of nineteen 
participants. The selection process of each member institution’s NCAIS Summer Institute participant is according 
to the individual program needs and existing protocols of the member institution. Housing will be provided for free 
and a maximum of $500 travel expenses will be reimbursed to all participants. Students will also receive $500 
stipend. Students should apply directly to their NCAIS Faculty Liaison by April 30, 2016. 
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