
 

 

 

 
 
 

Fall Newsletter 
Message from the President 
 
Doug Petcoff,  
Department of Biology 
Metropolitan State University of Denver 
 
Welcome to the new Colorado-Wyoming Academy 
of Science (CWAS).  An annual meeting has not 
been held for the last several years, but we are 
ready to go with a meeting this fall (November 14), 
which will be hosted by Metropolitan State 
University of Denver at MSU-Denver’s Springhill 
Suites Denver Downtown Hotel.  Dave Gilliam 
(University of Northern Colorado), who has long 
served as Executive Secretary, and has recently 
added Treasurer to his responsibilities, has 
provided a vital conduit from the past to the future, 
in part by recruiting me to take on the Presidency of 
the organization. My first act as President was to 
recruit Nick Nelson (MSU-Denver) to serve as 
Director of Communications. Nick has worked 
tirelessly to fulfill my first objective for CWAS, which 
was to develop a website (cowyas.org). Please give 
the site a look, and let us know what you think. 
In addition to the website, my other initial objective 
was to revive the annual meeting, which will be held 
on November 14th. The decision to move the 
meeting from the spring to the fall was made 
because of the recent proliferation of spring 
meetings and the relative paucity of fall meetings. 
My thanks go out to Dave and Nick for bringing us 
this far.  
 
As the organization that brings together Colorado 
and Wyoming scientists from a wide range of 
disciplines, it is the intention of CWAS to foster 
dialog and collaboration among local scientists. I 
look forward to seeing you in November! 
 
Doug 
 

Annual Meeting Scheduled for 11/14/2015  
 

The Annual Meeting of the Colorado Wyoming 
Academy of Science will take place at the Springhill 
Suites Denver Downtown on the campus of 
Metropolitan State University of Denver. 

 

 

Close to the Pepsi Center, Denver Convention 
Center, LoDo, Coors Field, and Elitch Gardens, 
there’s no shortage of exciting things to do in the 
Mile High City. 
 

The brand new, 
ultra-
comfortable 
Suites embody 
a fusion of 
utility and art. 
Featuring 
expansive 
layouts, 

modern design, and contemporary decor, each 
suite offers a fresh take on comfort.  
 
A special hotel rate (20% discount) will be available 
to conference attendees. 
 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtfully 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it's 

the only thing that ever has.” – Margaret Meade 

Colorado Wyoming Academy of Science 

Serving Science in the Rocky Mountain Region since 1898 



Meeting Program 
 
The meeting theme is “The Role of Colorado and 
Wyoming in 21st Century Science” 
 
Breakout session subjects include Alternative 
Energy, Climate Change, Science Education, and 
Conservation Science. 
 
On the agenda as well is the election of the 2016-
2017 CWAS Board of Directors.  Board 
representatives must run and be elected every two 
years in order to ensure continuity from one year to 
the next. The meeting will also provide an 
opportunity for open discussion on the mission and 
direction of the Academy. 
 

 

Meeting Schedule 
 
11/13/15 - Friday Night 
    7 – 9 pm: Informal Reception in the hotel lounge  
  
11/14/15 - Saturday  
    7:30 – 8:30 am: Conference Registration and  
           Continental Breakfast 
    8:30 – 9:30 am: Opening ceremonies – Ballroom 
 President’s Remarks 
 Conference Agenda 
    9:30 – 10 am: Break 
    10 – 12 am: Breakout Sessions 
            Poster Presentations 
    12 – 1:30am: Lunch 
            Keynote address 
1:30 – 3:30 pm: Breakout Sessions 
3:30 – 4:15 pm: Closing ceremonies 
           Poster Awards 

 

 

Meeting Registration 
 
Fees: A Conference pre-registration fee of $35.00 
for regular members and $25.00 for students is 
required (registration at the meeting will cost $45.00 
and $35.00, respectively).  
 
There is no fee required for poster presentations. 
 
Conference fees include a continental breakfast 
Saturday morning with a bakery selection of fruit 
Danishes, assorted muffins, breakfast breads, and 
fresh seasonal fruit and berries.   

 
Lunch will also be provided to all conference 
attendees.  Throughout the day, beverages of 
regular and decaf coffee, herbal tea, assorted 
juices, soda and cold beverages will be available.   
 
Use the form on the following page to register for 
the conference.  The form also provides the 
opportunity to join CWAS.  Make checks payable to 
the Colorado-Wyoming Academy of Science.  If 
submitting one check for several people, please 

itemize fees as to student pre-registration, and 

regular pre-registration as well as CWAS 
membership.   
 
All attendees are encouraged to join CWAS and to 
pre-register.  

 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Contacts: 

CWAS President: 
Doug Petcoff (Petcoff@msudenver.edu) 
Conference Director: 
Nick Nelson (nnelson5@msudenver.edu) 
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